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PREFACE

The Buddhist Tantra is specifically known to be in four orders as,
Kriya, Carya, Yoga and Anuttarayoga. Foremost of these is the Anuttara-
yoga. As of auxillary nature the three other orders must not be considered
to be less significant, rather they are the successive steps which are leading
upward are conducive to the highest ground of Anuttarayoga. In an implied
order, all of these together call for unprecedented bliss.

1t is a fact that Tantrika texts of Buddhist import in Sanskrit became
non-existent in India before several centuries, so that not a trace of these
has been found for a very long time. Fortunately, there has been a basic
shift in this field since many Tantrika works of Buddhism were discovered
in Nepal in the vicinity which posed enormous difficulty in scientific investi-
gation in the beginning. But about fifty years ago, a great many scholars
of Bengal procured precious manuscripts from Nepal and Tibet. Some of
these illustrious men were Rajendra Lala Mitra, Mm. Hara Prasad Shastri
and Prabodha Chandra Bagchi. There have also been scholars from out
of Bengal as Mahapandita Rahula Sankrityayana and others who brought
such inexhaustible treasure, During recent ten years, I have made four
attempts to bring rare texts from Nepal and, thus, contribute to the field of
exploration. Presently, there are many rare mss. in my possession among
which the Kalacakra Tantra is most conspicuous in point of antiquity, size
and as a treasure of all the tantras. Its perceptive commentary Vimala-
prabha, literally of immaculate light, was not available till the present time.
The work and commentary both are in five books (Patala) each.

It may appear strange that despite an unusual response neither the
work nor its commentary have been found completely in any collection. The
fifth patala of the commentary remained, entirely obscure till it has been re-

covered by me partially.

While determining the age of the composition of the Vimalabrabha-
Tika of the abridged Kalacakra Tantra, we glimpse through relative epi-
sodes implicit in its chronology. The tika dwells on the transmission of
Buddha’s expositions upto Dasabala who prophesied the small Kalacakra
Tantra based on the original expositions of the Adi Buddha. This Tantra
was further delineated by Maiijuéri in the Kalapa Desa (unidentified). In
former days the commentary of this Tantra had been done by King Sucandra
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in 60,000 $lokas, Pundarika wrote another commentary in 12,000 Slokas
which was based on the former. This commentary gives the essence of the
Buddhist Tantras. It deflnes the terms Vajra, Vajrapada and Vajrayana
in all components. The Vajra tradition avers, that it had been enunciated
by $asta Buddha. The Vajrasatva Bodhisatvas had organised the Vajra-
yana Samgiti. Pundarika made his work for the obliteration of the con-
fusion of such who hold a different view. In true essence, bliss or nirvana
which dispels obscuration and obtains the angelic grace is the effulgent
prajia (transcendent wisdom) which is inculcated by the Kalacakra devices.
Among all the Buddhist ways it is surely the fastest way to derive supreme
pleasure, but entrance into the path is vigorously fortutious. This is arden-
tly laid in the second patala of the commentary which focuses on an inter-
dependent objectivity, what relates to this dimension, the interdependence, is
a systematic experience—faith in Buddha, Sravakas and the Pratyeka-
buddhas, the cause (hetu) and effect (phala), logic of the Vajrayana and
ultimately foreseeing the non-entity of substratum assimilate the objectless
compassion (Karuna which makes entrance into mahamudra, the integration
or realisation of Sunyata very real.

The Vimalaprabha narrates that the specific tantra had been discour-
sed by the Tathagata Buddha in the north of the Sita River. The Creden-
tials of the tantra were put to trial by Vajrapani who convened a council to
authenticate the text for transmission. It was called Namasamgeti. As
being literally disposed (nitartha), the total mantra-naya was very well esta-
blished in the namasamgiti. The same authenticity was conveyed by the
Kalacakra. The Vimalaprabha is full of praise of its saving phenomena,
“ye paramadi Buddham na jananti, t¢ namasamgitim na jananti, ye ndma-
samgitim na jananti, te Vajradhara jianakayarm na jananti, ye vajradhara-
jiana kdyam na jananti te mantrayanam na jananti, ye mantrayanam na
jananti te sarnsarinah sarve Vajradhara bhagavato margarahitah (p. 52).”

Those who are desirous of salvation must be exhorted by the illustri-
ous guru. The work plainly asserts that the Adi Buddha isthe same as
Kalacakra and the Vajrasatva.

While we think of the region where the Kalacakra arose, we first of
all think of §ri Dhafyakataka. That, indeed, is the place where mantra-
yana originated and the Kalacakra is an offshoot of the mantrayana; accord-
ing to this logic the tantra might have been cast here. The commentary
suggests a spiritual as well as a profane origin. There are indications in it
to have been preached at Kalapa-grama or, Adakavati in the Sambhala
country. Spiritually, the toponomy is irrelevant. Its spirituality is mani-
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fest in the term “Evarn> in which “E” is the Vajrasimhasana on which is
the ‘““Vamkara” seated. From this it may be inferred that the Kalacakra
Tantra was discoursed by the Adi Buddha Sucandra, the son of the Lord of
Kalapa-grama, Siiryaprabha and his consort Vijayadevi convened the coun-
cil for the deliverance of Kalacakra. Thus, this tantra traces, a human
pedigree also of the Sakya Sage as having been born of King Suddhodana
and Mahamaya Devi who preached the esoteric method. In the allegorical
sense, Buddha represents the ““Psych” in all its luminosity as against the
tempter (Mara) who is grounded in impurities. What, therefore, calls for
effacement of Mara is the emanation of the Buddha Mind. From this simple
analogy of Buddha and Sucandra Vajrapani the commentator replies the
objection of some tantrika scholars that the esoteric methods are only divi-
nely instilled. Efficacy of birth and place do not cou - for the transmission
of the Kalacakra. ’

The historicity of the tantra has also bzen clearly established on acute
chronology. The miila Vimalaprabha Tika describes the early Islamic

history as found in any competent work. The events are so graphically cast
that they appear to have been taking shape before the very eyes of the
commentator,

“Adyabdat Satadatabdaih prakatayasahnrpa
Sambhalakhye bhavisyati/,

Tasmannagaih Satabdaih Khalu makhavisaye
mlecchadharmapravrittih//

Tasminkale dharanyam sphutalaghukaranam
manavairveditavyam,

Siddhanam Vina$ah Sakalabhuvi tale
Kalayoge Bhavisyati.” (p. 27).

The word “Adya” stands for the appearance of Tathagata Buddha.
After six hundred years of his appearance the illustrious Maijusri would
be born in the north of the Sita River in Sambhala and eight hundred years
thenceforth would grow in the land of Makha (Mecca in Arabia) a commu-
nity of the Mlecchas). At that time the principles of jyotisa like the Brahma,
Saura, Yamanaka and Romaka would vanish and those hostile to the
Buddha will perish. But Buddhists would be saved on the term of practi-
sing the Kalacakra Tantra. Such a time called for the wisdom of *“Sphuta-
laghu Karanam”. a jyotisa specification about which it has been said,

“Vahnau khe’ bdhau vimi$ram

prabhavamukhagatam mlecchavarsam prasiddham/
Unam mlecchendra varsam karaphanasasina Sesamarkahatam caf/
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Thus, after a period of 600 years from the birth, of the Buddha, the
period of Maiijusri-Yasa occurred when the karana had been Dhruva; from
that after 800 years there began the Mleccha era, thereafter subtracting 182
years occurred kalki era, calculated astronomically. The period is further
calculated into 130 years. In order to explain the mlecchavaria I have
obtained another small manuscript based on the calculations of the Kala-
cakra named ‘“Kalacakranusariganitarn’’ which on its flrst folio states that
the era points to saka-varsa 1091. In Vikrama Sarvat 679 the Hijri era
began. The commentary speaks of this period to be mlecchakila, whence
in V. S. 679 the Hijri era began. In this chronological structure there had
been a military march of King Mahamud of Ghazni (C. 1025 A.D.).
During the march there will be great holocast resulting in moral crisis.
Alongwith the notable events the method of esca pe from the orgies has also
been stipulated. According to Vimalaprabha, the era was so called
Mleccha Madhumat. Among the details of the Hijri era, we, subsequently
find Mecca being referred and a great war taking place in Baghdad. The
commentary states that there will be (or took place) a terrible war among
the Devas, Danavas and Mlecchas in the city of Baghdad. At that time only
the spiritual message of the Kalacakra would save them, So sayeth the
Lord (Yasa), “I must enter the mandala hallowed by the Lord Kalacakra
and perform consecration (abhiseka) for the joy of the mundane and the
transcendent worlds.”

The semblance of Kalacakra from the historical angle in giving de-
tails of real situations is further comprehended in telling the names of the
preceptors who preached the Tantra. The order is : Adi Buddha, Dasa-
bala and Maiijusri Yasa, Dasabala had abridged the tantra and thereupon
Maijusrl preached at Kalapa a minor tantra (laghu tantra). Taking this
work as a “base Sucandra wrote a comprehensive commentary in 60,000
Slokas which was abridged by Pundarika in 12,000 Slokas called the
Vimalabrabha. The special trait of this commentary is that it fully deline-
ates the Vajrapada,

“Asmin tantre maya tika
Sugata Vyakrtena vai,
Maiijusricoditenaiva lokanathena likhyate
(V.P,P. 1)

In the transmission of the Kalacakra, Buddha and Bodhisatva stand
for the guru and sisya as in the nirmana and sambhoga kayas. Here, the
physical bodied Vajrapani Sucandra propitiates the Buddha for the prosper-
rity of the beings. The Tathagata heeds the prayer and preaches the illu-
minating tantra to the people of Sambhala, dwellers of the village like

( xxii )



sanvati to the north of the Sita knowing them to be pure in thought. For
simplification of the tantra Tathagata enjoined up on Maiijusri to put the
tantra in 12,000 Slokas in the form of laghutantra. For the initiation in
Vajra Kula and the object of synthesising (Ekakalka) the people of diverse
castes Sucandra yasa became known as kalki. By the same process by
which Kalki came up on earth, Puadarika became the second Kalki. There
had been, thus, a whole lineage of Kalki of the Vajrakula who preached
the good law. We may recall some of them to be as Candra, Suresvara,
Teji, Somadatta, Sure$vara, Vi§vamurti. Suresan, Yasah, Pundarika, Sirya-
prabha, Sucandra, Ksitigarbha, Yamantaka, Jammbhaka Manaka, Khagar-
bha, Lokanatha, Yamadi, Dasakrodha who had physical emanations and
who showed the Buddha’ s path. There had been, thus, 13 Kalkis, foremost
of whom were Yasa, Pundarika, Bhadrakalki, Rakatapani, Visnugupta and
Arkakirti. These names while evoking mystery are to be historically inves-
tigated.

Language Analysis :

The Vimalaprabha has tacit views on language. It is a commonplace
experience that the usual tantrika texts are deep in meaning but imperfect in
syntax and grammar. More especially, the Buddhists have from the begin-
ning been philosophers and seldom etymologists. The Vimalaprabha exe-
gesists have totally rejected the efficacy of rhetorical techniques.

“Yena yena prakarena satvanam Paripacanam,
Tena Tena prakarena kuryad dharmasya desanam |
Yogisabdopasabdena dharmam grhnati yatnatah,
Desdasabdena labdhe’ rthe $astrasabdena tatra kim ||

So, in prose also : “Some terms have corrupt words that are vague,
some are definitely mistakes of some kind, some have consonantal or vowel
lapses, some have wrong morphology, some have long for short and some
short for long, in declension, some terms use the locative (saptami) for ab-
lative (paficami), sasthi (genetive) for dative (caturthi), some verbs are in the
atmanepada which should have been used as in the parasmaipada, some
singulars are in plurals, some plurals in singulars, there are examples of
neuter used for masculine and the masculine in place of neuter genders, sibi-
lants are seen interchangeably used defying their character”. Such instances
are so common that they even after the textual restoration obtrude on the
grammarian.

Mudra-Yoga

While conceding the various esoteric stages we come to the invincible
principles of unification (mudra-yoga). As ultimate realisation it is compre-

tm— ta—

hended as intuitive wisdom, Prajiia-jiana, Mahamudra, Caturtha Para-
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miksara). Those who do not have the access to i, only have perishable
prosperity alternating with misery. The desirous of freedom even cast away
the joy of kingdom, if he is capable to understand. The unwary notwith-
standing the attainment of worldly pleasures still hanker for them. The
aim of this tantra is achievement of incessant bliss. For its attainment a
most capable mind must be developed. The Supreme thrust of the Kala-
cakra is ultimate wisdom (prajia) which is immaculate and perfect. The
owner of such pure mind has all the inherent defilements burnt within, what
remains still ablaze is the luminosity (prabhasvartvam). Therefore, such a
pure mind is to be cultivated by constant constraint up on our activities.
That is the method of the Vajrapada.

Physical body does have a unique part in developing the mind. There
are special minds grown perfect by the esoteric method-meditation as the
best of these which develops the insight. Just as we do not see fire exist in
wood but that which is produced by rubbing the aranis with the hands, in
a similar way the essential (pure) mind can open up by unifying the psychic
nerves Lalana (Prajia) and Rasana (Upaya) culminating into the effulgent
Vajrapada,

Since Kala is great bliss, the Skandhas, dhatus and @ayatanas mark
“cakra” (wheel) in the body of their inception intoit. The yogi perceives
all these in his own body. We find special practices of utpanna and sam-
panna krama, In the former Kriya, Carya and yoga are envisaged and the
latter jesticulates state of prajia alongwith mahamudra. The mahamudra
yoga is verily, the objective of the Kalacakra Siddhanta. The commentator
of Vimalaprabha calls it the order of Kalacakra, a superior and much subt-
ler order. This varies from the Virakrama and Svadhisthana Krama.
Buddha discoursed on a unified method of prajiopayatmaka yoga, where
the term yoga does not mean simply method or wisdombut both together, a
basic concept known as the Buddha Vacana.

“Yogo nopayakayena naikaya Prajiayaya bhavet/
Prajiiopayasamapattiryoga uktastathagataih//
(V.P.,P. 18)
In Conclusion

““Ato yasmin tantre prajiopayatmako-abhidheyo bhavati, na tattan-
trarm prajiatantram nopaya tantram paramarthatah. Lokasamvrtya dasa
jnanadibhedena dhatuskandhaviSuddhitah, prajiopayapaksa ukto mrdusa-
tvadaya-vasat tathagateneti ... tasmat prajiopayatmakarm tantram yogatan-
tram niranvayam kalacakram paramartha satyatah”. (VP. P. 18).

The wisdom of Kalacakra Tantra may be further known from the in-
clusion in it of Vajrapada which is of the nature of two truths, empiricism
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and transcendence. First of these bestows worldly prosperity and the other
is conducive of siinyata-jiiana, the great symbol for spiritual unification or
Mahamudra. The real meaning of Vajrapada defys schismatic expositions
and points to Vimalaprabha for advice, q.v :

“Asminnadibuddhe Vajrapadam prakatamuddesanirdesapratinirdesai-
rbhagavata prakasitar, asyaiva sadhanaya mahimudra bhavana dhimadi-
nimittamargah prakasitah,”

(V.P. P.19)

Mahamudra consummates the Vajrayoga. With the Mahamudra
Sahaja (as in nature) is closely enjoined. Thus, mahamudra is also called
Sahaja Mudra. The word ‘‘mudam”, pleasure connotes pleasure of the
divine and is connected with mudra-Generally, mudra means karma-mudra
or jiiana-mudra and the leaving off the two is believed to be purposive of
accomplishing true nature by unifying the female principle (prajia). Such
a vision of Mahamudra does not conjure amorousness. The yogi carries
over with the signs and forms through seeming shadows (pratibimba prati-
senopamasca) so that he does not experience the tramels of composition
and dissolution, endowed by many ‘‘Samvaras’’, vows. By the unity of
body (Kaya), speeeh (Vak), mind (citta) and jidna (wisdom)—he attains
the unity of Supreme Wisdom which evolves the Buddha Mind.

The yogi realises the bliss of the mahamudra even in the present body
which is of the nature of “without duality’ (advayam), without construction
of any kind and as having been transcended to a world of other reality, the
city as of the Gandharvas. The yogi experimenting within the body obtains
in one place “Vajra-mani’’ that is in the form of sun appearing in rajas
(menstruous excretion) and at other as ‘‘Usnjsa-Sukra” (Sperm) which
appears to be moon. All this means unity of great pleasure realised physi-
cally. The body at such extraordinary moment is only the material form
of the Vajradhara, Buddha.

As time is divisible in danda and pala, clockwise, depending on the
sun, so the vital breath (Prana) takes to an innate spiritual segmentariness
through the breaths. Since these rest on cakras, the whole system is based
on the Kalacakra. Symptomatically, the three kayas are inset in the form
of Cakras in the body, to know which is to know ‘“Mahasukha-cakra”, what
we see in the external world as the sun moving and making round the year
and seasons up on twelve stars (rasis), the vital energy of spirit also does
move round them. In this way is the Adi-Buddha to be visualised inside
the body as integrating the great wisdom and skill. So it is impossible to
achieve enlightenment (Buddhatva) in this life. The supremacy of the kala-
cakra as an esoteric system finds great praise in the Vimalaprabha :
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“Iha trailokye surabhujagananam madhye yogi nasti yah samarthah
purayitum candradityau syadehe’’. In the three worlds where live the gods,
vipers and men we do not see a single yogi who can unite the sun and the
moon in the physical body. This may accomplish the kalacakra warrior,
(Kalacakraikavira) alone. Basically the Kalacakra recommends mahamudra
to be the focal point in practice. The treatise is both in tradition and
actuality a monist (advayavadin). The prajia can be prognosicated both in
“form’’ and “‘formless” states; Mahamudra provides ground for total bliss,
where evolution and destruction do not exist, where the three kinds of ema-
nations are conceived in the Trikdya assemblage of nirméana-sambhoga
Dharma, Tatvas, where the past, the incipient and the present are under-
stood to be one and where the numerous Buddhas and Bodhisattvas are
born and play their parts in the Kalacakra of the Yogabhiimi. A synthesis
has been drawn on these for which it justifies its name. It contains the spe-
cific metaphysically postulated emperics—transcendental dimensions along-
with the Vajrayoga esoteric system. The commentary says :

““Asya Sri-Kalacakrasya Vajrayogasya Sarvatah
Satyadvave Sthitasyabhidhanam Vacakam Bhavet/
Asmin tantre maya tika sugatavyakritena vai,
Mafijuiricoditenaiva lokanathena likhyate|/

From an ontological assumption the Vajrayoga symbolises vajrasatva in the
linear concept of the six satvas as Vajrasatva-mahasatva-Bodhisatva-Sama-
yasatva-Vajrayogasatva Kilacakra meant for the good of the sentient beings.
Having drawn up on these analogies the commentary points to the function
of the four categories of yoga with which the Vajrasatva may have to be
closetted. These categories are :

1. Suddhajhanaika Yoga,

2. Cittadharmaika Yoga,

3. Viaksambhogaika Yoga, and
4. Kayanirmana Yoga.

Thence, two techmical methods are to be pursued, one called the
“Mandalacakra-Vikalpabhavana and the other contextually known as the
«“Mahamudra Siddhi”. These are the very senews of the Sahaja Vajra-
Yoga where the body becomes the repository of great bliss (Maha Sukha)
illuminated in mandala and Vajra-Simhasana. Asthe E, which signifies
the akasa becomes a component of Kaya, Vaka, Citta and Jiana, expressed
by ‘“Varhkara.” ‘‘The whole becomes an agglomeration (Karanda). This is
the mystery which Kalacakra has bared.

The text offers a conceptual image of kiala as being of the nature of a
synthesis of phemomenal Karma and Sunyata which truely symbolises
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Cakra, what is great bliss, Kala, the scatheless (Paramaksara) weaves out
the skandhas and dhatus, but is not of form but “‘formless”, The body is
like the wheel and thus the kalacakra shou!d be known, Wisdom of the
indestructible to be as prajiia, also kala but that what is compassionate
and wheel as the symbol of all the knowable world. Bliss is $anyatmika
prajfia, and the world is symbolised by Cakra. The abstruse nature of the

Kalacakra-vajrayoga needs the grace of yogini to encounter the obstacles .

for which meditative practices are to be performed. This should be done
with the help of a virtuous guru.

The turning of the Kalacakra and transmission of its message is of
the vital significance. Those whose desires remain unsatiated and who
are unable to be chaste in the practice of morals can be greatly benifitted by
the idea of being enlightened in this life. For this acquisition of virtues
(Punya-Sambhara) and of perceptivity (Jiiana-Sarmbhara) are to be aimed at.
But those who are moral wrecks cannot be permitted into the path. If, how-
wever, someone who habituated to heinous criminal acts swears earnestly
to shun from the immora] acts completely he can with that vow practise the
carya of the mantra-naya. This is stated as, ““Candalavenukaradyah pan-
canantaryakarinah /[ Janmanihaiva Buddhah Syurmantr acaryanusarinah |/

(V.P., P.15)

For being authorised to practise Samaya-Sarmvara to be able to per-
form good to others and live a moral and meditative life the Bodhisatvas
have to strive. The kalacakra, thus understood, is “Bhagvan. He is bha-
gvan for obliterating the evil and as he possesses all the qualities like
“aiSvarya’’ the great prosperity).

Thematic peculiarities have been summarily given above to illustrate
the responsiveness of the integrative Kalacakra. What the scriptures know
as the literal (Nita) and the adaptive (Neya) meanings, in the Kalacakra
literal and symbolic truths (paramart hasamvriti Satyobhayam) have been
drawn on the themes of the Kalacakra. Thus, the ““Prajiia Opayatmaka
Vajra-Yoga” is manifested in it that belongs to Lord Vajrasatva. The Vaj-
rasatva possesses the natural body and has access to the moment of ultimate
bliss. Contextually, “bhava-nirvana” in place of ‘‘apratisthita nirvana has
been transcribed. The Kalacakra does not accept the Virakrama and Sva-
dhisthana Krama, but only the vi§uddha Karma for the inculcation of maha-
mudra, that which illumines the Paramadibuddha Tantra. More exhaustive
analysis of the esoteric theme is yet, to be brought. A brief descriptive note

on six mss. of the Vimalaprabha Tika brought from Nepal which have been
utilised in the Present work is given below.
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The Crttical Apparatus :

The six manuscripts utilised in the editing of Vimalaprabha Tika with
the original Sri-Laghukalacakra-tantra-raja are designated as Ka, Kha, Ga,
Gha, Na and Ca and the variants have been provided from them. Besides
the Tibetan translation of the Vimalaprabha ‘Tika has also been used and
its important readings with Sanskrit equivalents provided and this has been
designated as Bho. The Tibetan text used is of the sDe dGe edition publ-,
shed recently by Dharma Publications. Inthe margin of the pages T
stands for this Tibetan text and the page number provided by its side indi-
cates that it starts from the word existing in that line.

A brief descriptive note concerning the above mentioned six Sanskrit
manuscripts of Vimalaprabha Tika is given herewith :

Ka (%) MS.—The manuscript is preserved with Pandit Divya Vajra
Vajracharya of Kathamandu, Nepal. The entire Tika (up to the fourth
Patala) has been reconstructed from this manuscript. The manuscript has
beén scribed on Nepalese paper and consists of 332 pages. It is in the
Devanagari Script. Here the commentary is available up to the fourth
chapter only and the fifth chapter contains only the original verses. The
first chapter contains commentary upto the 94th verse only. A special feature
of this MS is that the original verses are followed by the commentary from
the very beginning. In other manuscripts we do not find the verses, and
only the commentary is given. While editing the text a coherence has been
sought to make the verse compatible with the commentary.

Kha (m) MS—The manuscript is preserved with Pandit As?a Kaji
Vajracharya of Patna, Nepal. A microfilm copy of the manuscript vtias
prepared at the instance of the Nepal German Manuscript Preservat{on
Project on 13th August, 1978. The microfilm Reel (No. E 618/5, Running
No. E. 13746) is preserved in National Archives, Nepal. There are 325
folios in total scribed on Nepalese paper in the format of 23.8 x 12.7 cm.
with 9 lines on each page. The manuscript is in Newrari-compounded
Devanagari Script, The commentary available in this manuscript is up to
the fourth chapter only. The commentary of the fifth chapter and its ori-
ginal verses are inextant. This manuscript, too, contains the commentary
up to 94th verse of the first chapter only.

Ga (q‘) MS.—Palm Leaf manuscript, in the National Archives.
Kathmandu, Nepal;

C. No. 5-240 Script—Newari
V.No. 9 Size—48 % 5.5 cm.
Subject—Buddhist Tantra
Lines—6
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The manuscript has been microfilmed by the Nepal German Manu-
script Preservation Project, as Reel No. A 48/1. This version is incomplete,
It commences from page 58 and runs up to page 364, but many leaves in
between are missing. There are 262 leaves extant. In this MS. the com-
mentary is available from 36th verse of the first chapter up to the 80th
verse of the fifth chapter. The manuscript has the distinction of having much
more text of the commentary than what is available in the Ka, Kha mss.

Gha (g) MS.—Palm Leaf MS in the National Archives, Kathmandu,
Nepal.

C. No. 5-238 Script—Newari
V. No. 68 Size—32 x 4.5 cm.
Folios—157 '

Lines—9

Incomplete

The manuscript has been microfilmed by the Nepal German Mann-
script Preservation Project, on 19th Oct., 1970, as Reel No. B. 31/16. The
total No. of leaves given is 157, though there are 137 leaves extant, The
commentary available here is from the beginning of the first chapter upto
its 135th verse.

Na (¥) MS.—The manuscript is preserved in the National Archives,
Kathmandu, Nepal. It is in the Devanagari Script and is incomplete. It
contains commentary from the beginning of the first chapter, wherein it
goes up to the verse No. 36th whence the Ga Manuscript commences.

C. No. 5241 Script—Devanagan
V. No.—15
Folios—153

Ca (q) MS.—This Isa Palm Leaf Manuscript preserved in the
Library of the Asiatic Society, Calcutta and bears the No. 10766. Its script
has been mentioned as Archaic Bengali and due to its archaic character it is
obscure in reading. This Ca MS. has been described as a complete text of
the Vimalaprabha Tika and its special feature is that it contains the text of
the commentary of the fifth chapter (Patala) too, whereas the other mss
have not got the commentary of the fifth chapter.

Bho (s1.)—This refers to the famous sDe dGe edition Vol. No. 40,
Text No. 1347, consisting Tibetan translation of Vimalaprabha, published

(xxx)

by Dharma Publications, U, S. A., in 1981. The text begins from the main
page No. 238 and in the margin of our text, its main page numbers have
been given so that the scholars interested in further researches might con-
sult the Tibetan translation conveniently. After the verse No. 149, the
author has not commented upon the remaining verses of the first chapter
and so the origianl verses have been given here. For them the marginal
page references are from Vol. No. 28 of the sDe dGe edition.

Jagannath Upadhyaya
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